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855 ſion, of a woman fitting n 


and ten horns ; 
red was arrayed 3 in purple 
with gold and precious ſtones and pearls, having 4 
ei ber hand full of abomination and fil:bineſs of ber for- 
nication. 
which the words of my Text are immediately fub- 
joyn'd, is by a general conſent of Proteſtant Divines 


A Sermon, G 


| Revelation 1 Ich chap. 5 and part of 6 ch verſes. 


ber forebead war 4 name written, Myſtery, Ba- 
 bylon the Great, the Mother of Eri, and abomina- 
tions of the Earth. 


6. And I ſaw the oe drinken with the blood of t the | 


"my and with the blood of the Maryrs of Jojo. 2 
Jobs i in this chapter deſcribes 2 wonderful vi- 


 beaf full of names of blaſphemy, having ſeven beads 


This woman as in the viſion repreſen- 
and ſearlet colour, and e | 
golden 


This former part of the deſcription, to 


and Interpreters apply*d to the Church of Rome in 
her preſent ſtate of Idolatry and Corruption of the 
true "Chriſtian Faith; the Woman then isthe Papal 


Church or Hierarchy, and the Beaſt on which ſhe — 
the Roman Empire, Which ſhe rulꝰd and goyern'd as 


- he pleas'd, and which was the ſupport and baſis of 


2 the 


a ſcarlet colow'd Joy 


F SEN pate 


the Popes Antichriſtian Throne and Dominion. The 
Scarlet colour denotes Regal Authority, and alſo ex- 
treme cruelty and bloody Perſecution. Theſe two 


qualities are very juſtly ſhadowed by that prophetick 


emblem. The Names of Blaſphemy ſignify the various 
blaſphemous Doctrines and Practices of that Church, 
ſuch as her Tdolatry, her aſſuming an Authority equal 
to God and Chriſt Jeſus,over the Conſciences and minds 
of Men, her impious pretence to an abſolute power 
of forgiving Sin, her holding forth another name, 
even her own name, by which we may expect Salva- 
tion beſides the ever bleſſed Name of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Her ſetting up the merit of her own Works, and an- 
bother method of Juſtification diſtinct from, nay, op- 
| Polite to Faith in Chrift, Theſe are all names of Blaſ- 
pbemy, ſo many enchroachments on the power and 
glory of God, and inſults and outrages offer?d to his 
Name and Majeſty. So that the Beaſt and Woman 
too, the pretended Church and her Votaries are well 
ſaid to be ſull of names of Blaſphemy, ſince there is 
not a Doctrine or Article of Religion which they 
have added to the Chriſtian Faith but what is a di- 
ſtinct Blaſphemy, and ſince theſe ſpurious and ficti- 
tiqus Tenets are many, they are full of thoſe names of 
Blaſpbemy and their creed is over- run with them. The 
Woman is you ſee arrayꝰd in more colours than the beaſt 
on which ſhe ſits; He is only in ſcarlet, and ſhe in ſcarlet 
and purple too: For the Pope, as is plain from Hiſto- 
ry has more than once forced the regal purple * 
the 
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before the Houſe of Commons. 5 
the Emperors and cloath'd himſelf in it, and always 
claim'd a right of diſpoſing of the Imperial Diadem, 
and frequently executed that right; and hence the pur- 
ple is added to the ſcarlet in this ſymbolical deſcripti- 
on of the woman. This woman is alſo decked with gold 
and precious ſtone and peurl; and is not all this exactly 
1 fulfilled in the gaudy dreſs which the Popiſh Church 
Wears, and in the expenſive pompous and dazling a --—H 
1 pearance by which ſhe'amuſes the eyes of her deluded 
| - admirers. She has ſpared no labour nor expence to fur- 
niſh her ſelf out completely for a ſpiritual Harlot, nor 
to attract the. affections and hearts of her lovers, by 
| -whortiſh and fantaſtick ornaments : But the ſeven heads 
1 and ten horns of the beaſt as they are explainꝰd at the 
pt h and 10th verſes of this chapter point out to us ſo 
[clearly the city and empire of Rome under the Papal 
| Tyranny that no room is left to doubt of the applicati- 
on and meaning of, this viſion. The ſeven heads, ſays the 


& 


Angel to the Prophet, are ſeven mountains on which the wo- 
4 man fitteth, and *tis a known and peculiar character of 
5 "Rome given by all Hiſtorians, Geographers, and Po- 


EY "ets, that ſhe was built upon ſeven Mountains or Hills. 
5 Nay, they are diſtinctly named, and the times in 
18 which each was taken in to the walls are preciſely no- 
4 ted by them. The ten horns, ſays the angel, are ten Kings 
which have recieved no Kingdom as yet; and theſe ten 
Kingdoms which were not formed in St. John's days, 
were afterwards ere ded out of the ruins and within 
the bounds of the Roman Empire after the dilaceration 
4] | | £5 | of 


ol it by the inroads of the Gorhs, Yandals, and other Nor- 
thern Nations; and are reckon'd up very exactly by 
 Med:. After all this we may ſay without heſitation 
that this Viſion foreſhews the Church of Rome ; for 
where an event or thing is deſcribed in prophetick Ima- :- 
ges and Emblems, and a thing or event can be found to 
Which all thoſe Characters exactly ſuit, we may, nay, 
we muſt hp that boldly 


bBubod of the Martyrs 
 blood<thirſty diſpoſition follows from her Character 


man. This Name written on her forehead alludes to 
2 | | | a 2 | a \ 
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sis the accompliſhment of the Viſton or 
. Having then I hope with fufficient clear- 


naieſs ſhew?d that the former part of this Viſion can 
be apply*dto mo other than the Papal Hierarchy and 
Kingdom, tis now time to come to the confidera- 
tion of the Text, in which I ſhall obſerve this me- 
of the Woman, which conſiſts of theſe Characters or 


ſhall conſider the Inſcription on the forchead 
Titles, Myſtery, Babylon the Great, zhe Mother of Harlots, | 


and Abominations of the Earth. 8 1 
Scecondly, I ſhall conſider the cruel, bloody and per- 


ſecuting ſpirit of this Woman, expreſſed very elegantly 
by her being drunken with the blood 


Feſus ; and ſhall ſhew how this 


drawn in the Inſcription on her forehead, and more eſ- 


pecially from her Spiritual Fornication or idolatry. 


As to the firſt then, which is the conſideration of 
the Inſcription or title on the forehead of the Wo- 


1 — * — 
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too, this is the thing pro- 5„ 


of the Saints, andthe = 


—_ 


" before the Houſe of Commons, 7 
| a cuſtom obſerved by common Proſtitutes of wri- 
ting their Names and Titles 
expoſed themſelves, 
Nuda Papills 


ulum mentita lyciſcæ Juven. 


= 
over the Cells in which 


Conſtitit auratis tit 


Sat. 6. Upon which words the old Scholiaſt obſerves 
thus, in cellis meretricum nomina ſuperſcripta fue- 


runt. The Names of the Harlots were written over 


their Cells. Thus Martial alſo, ſuraſti quoties in- 
ſeriptæ limina cellæ & Seneca deducta & in lupanar 


accepiſti locum, pretrum eſt conſtitutum titulus in- N 


ſeriptus eſt. Lou were led into the Brothel, you 
took your place, The price was agreed on, and the 
title inſcribed or written over, Now that title or in- 


ſeription which was on other Harlots Cells, this Mother = 


of Harlots with greater and more barefaced immodeſty 


1 
bas written on her forehead. And the firſt part of 


ie is Myſtery, This word is traduced and diſparaged 
by ſome Libertine Writers, becauſe it is written on 


the forcheadof the Whore, and its being found here 
n an infamous place indeed, is urged 


2s an Argu- 


ment why itſhould be found no where elſe, but ut- = 


. terly exploded out of Chriſtianity. But as there is 

a myſtery in Iniquity, fo there is a myſtery of Godli- 
8 weſs, and that a great one, 2 T heſ. 2, 7. 1 Tim. 3. | 
16. And as there are depths of Satan, ſo there are 


deep things of God. As there is a deceivableneſs of 

cſs, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, ſo there is the 
Now the Myſtery 
s written 


Wrighteo! 
wiſdom ef God in 4 Myſtery. 
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written on the Woman's fore head is a Myſtery of Ini- 


quity and not of Godlineſs: And- therefore let us — 
-_- where we can find it. And that I-think needs not #7 
much ſcrutiny, ſince the Church of Rome carrys it 


there ſo clearly inſcribed that be that runs may read. 
Now a myſtery of godlineſs is a ſecret divine Truth 


- 
* - _ - * * 


which can only be known by revelation, nor no far- 
ther known than it is revealed; which lies entirely hid 
in the mind of God before it is diſcovered, and what of 
tit ĩs not diſcovered is ſtill a ſecret, and which promotes 
the glory of God and true religion and piety. Now 
mm oppoſition to this a myſtery of Iniquity is a ſecret 
contrivance of men by the inſtigation of Satan, cun- 
ningly deviſed by them to promote their own ambiti- 
dnss covetous or carnal ends, and impoſed on weak and 
deluded minds as a divine revelation or power, and art- 
fully concealed from them and kept in à few hands to 
ſtrike a and terror into them, that the managers and 
cContrivers of this myſtery may the better gover them, 
and ſerve their own turns of them; Such were the my- 
ſiterys of the heathen worſhip, and ſuch are the myſte- 
pe rys of Popery at this day. The Scriptures ſay they of 
the Popes Community are very obſcure, there are many 
myſterys in-them which none but the Church; by which 
they mean themſelves, can explain. The oracle of Rome 
mult be conſulted, and from his mou h and decrees the 
ſenſe and expoſition of the myſterys of religion 
are to be learned and recieved. This is a great myſtery 
indeed, and the Mother of all others; here is An un- 
57111 5 5 
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Diounded authorit) aſſumed of making myfterys in all 
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ages as long as the world laſts. F 
2. The ſcriptures are imperfect according to them, 
they contain not all the doctrines of religion neceſſa- 
ry to ſalvation. There are ſome handed down by oral 
and unwritten tradition, by a ſecret and myſterious 
way, all which they have received and preſeryed, and 
can declare and enjoyn as they pleaſe; and is not this a 
great and inexhauſtible treaſure and fountain of my- 


ſterys lodged in the Pope?s breaſt. 


3. The ſacrifce of the NMaſs is the greateſt myſtery 


that Popery or Paganiſm it ſelf can boaſt of 3 the {ub- 
| ſtance of Chriſt's fleſh and blood is changed into the 
| Very and real ſubſtance of bread and wine, tho there 
is no ſenſible evidence and appearance of ſuch a 
change. He lies hid under the ſhape, figure and colour 
of a little wafer, he is ſacrificed as often as every prieſt 
of theirs ſays Maſs, and in as many places at once as 
there are maſles ſaid at the ſame time. This is a my- 


fſtery indeed, and well may that Woman who main- 


tains and propagates ſuch a wonderful doctrine carry 


that name inſcribed on her forehead. Take a view of 


the whole frame of the Popiſh Polity and Religion, 
and you ſhall find it a ſeries or concatenation of myſterys 
of Iniquity, all contrived by the wiles of men in the 
name, and by the pretended authority of Chriſt, of 

human inventions and traditions taught and entor- 
ced as divine commands, all tending to make the law 
of God of rone effeft, and to eſtablith the authority, 
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ventors and deviſers of them. Take the whole ſyſtem 


of it and you ſhall find it to be all er rwavixizs, à de- 
ception or trick of unrighteouſneſs, as the Apoſtle 
calls it, a body of Men departed from the faith, gi 
. ving heed to ſeducing ſpirits and doctrines of devils, ſpeak- 
ing lies in hypocriſy, as they are deſcribed in the 4th | 
chap. of the firſt Epiſtle of Paul to Timothy, all de- 


ceiving or deceived by the myſtery of Iniquity. 


Ihe next part of our enquiry is into the Name of 
Babylon the Great, which follows that of myſtery in the 
Inſcription or title written on the forehead of this Woman. 
That Rome ſhould be called Babylon cannot appear 
ſtrange to any that conſiders the nature and propriety 


of the prophetick ſtile. Babylon of old was an emi- 


nent type of Rome, both in its heathen ſtate formerly 
and itsantichriftian fate at preſent, There is a great a- 
nalogy and reſemblance between the former and the 
later; and from theſe two cauſes does a communication 
or Identity of names follow. Since then Babylon 
Was a type and ſhadow of Rome, Rome is ſpiritually or 
in the myſtick and enigmatical ftile of the Prophets 


called Babylon. 


Babylon was the Metropolis of a great empire, which 


always diftreſſed and perſecuted the Church and Peo- 
ple of- God ; and ſo was Rome both ancient and mo- 


dern. In her heathen ſtate ſhe raged againſt the chri- 
ſtians in genera}, and in her preſent ſtate ſhe has con- 
t nued to do ſo againſt the pure and reformed religion. 
i Ee NN * 
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extend the Dominion, and fill the treaſures of the in- 
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The former is called by the Prophet a deſtroying moun- 
tain, ſerem. 51. 25. and the ſame agrees as well with 
the latter. Babylon was the glory of the Kingdoms, the 
beauty of the Chaldees excellency, Iſaiah. 13. 19. the 
whole empire was proud of their great metropolis, and 

gave her magnificent titles. And in this reſpect alſo 
Nome ſymbolizes with her. Her heathen ſubjects cal- 
led her, caput orbis, triumphati, the head of the 
ſubdued world, urbs zterna, the eternal city. And her 
late admirers ſtile her ſedes Apoſtolica, the Apoſtolick 
See, The mother and head of all Churches, The 


Babylon thus boaſted of her ſelf, I will aſcend into 


beaven, I will exalt my throne above the ſtars of God,. 
will fit upon the mount of the congregation, I will aſcend 
above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the moſs high. 


Iſaiah the 14th. and does not Rome with that Man of 


fin which is at the head of her, oppoſe and exalt her 
{elf above all that is called God, does not ſhe ſit in the 
temple of God and ſhew her ſelf that ſhe is God, 2 
Theſſal. 2 chap. 4th verſe ; does not ſhe claim divine 
power and authority in that fulneſs which God alone 
can have; does ſhe not make her elf like the moſt high by 


giving laws to bind conſcience, by making what terms 


and conditions of Salvation ſhe pleaſes, by opening 
and ſhutting the Kingdom of heaven at her will, and by 
an arbitrary and diſcretionary uſe of the Keys of it. Ba- 


Hhn was noted for a multitude of Idols, the carriages 


the. 
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the weary beaſt. Iſaiah 46. And is not new and Myſtical 
Babylon as full of them as the old and literal. Her ſtatues 
_—_ carriages and burden as many weary beaſts; Babylon was 
__ remarked of old forcorrupting the world and infecting 
| the Nations with her Nolatry and abominations, - She {| 
bath been 4 golden cup that made all the earth drunken, the 
Nations dran ef her wine, therefore the Nations were 
mad, Jeremiah 57. 75 and the woman in my text, or 
| Rowe is deſcribed with a golilen cup in her hand full of 
abomination and filtbineſs of her fornication, As 'Harlots 


mix up Philtres and love Potions, and give them to 
their lovers to drink, to enflame paſſions and excite 
them to wantonneſs, ſo Rome has contrived a ſyſtem and 
 medly of doctrines that all tend to promote ſuperſti- 
tion, vice, and ſpiritual fornication; and as they make 
uſe of à golien cup to entice their lovers the more to 
drink the intoxicating liquor, ſo Rome makes a fine 
and gaudy ſhew, and ſhines out in all the luſtre of 
4 outward pomp and ſplendor to allure the Nations to 
F .,- imbibe her pernicious tenets. The more they drink 
=_ the more outragious and cruel they grow, till they 
become quite beſides themſelves, and are mad with 
error and deluſion, loſe all reaſon and humanity, and 
are diſtracted with ſuperſtition and falſe zeal. Babylon 
is noted by the prophet for a multitude of Sorcerys and 
a great abundance of inchantments, Jerem. 47. 9. and 
What are the falſe miracle;, Iying wonders, pretended 
exorciſms, the ſtrange powers of reliques, and the ſu- 
1 How perſtitious 
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before the Hinſo of Commons. 


perl Litious uſe made of them, but ſo many 
And enchantments with which Rowe abounds. 


| that Rome ſhould be called myſtical xz 
3 the prophets ſhould propheſy of future Nome under 
the type and name of B W 4 


There is a ſpiritual ! 
his Church and P . 
the Lord, Jeremiah 3, 14. And this Marriage s 

FF contracted between them by that Covemans by 
| Mt he takes them for his Peop 


der every green T ree, and c 
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the People of Hrael, as often as they felF into this 
- Tos C ſin 


.* ſurpriſing an agreement in ſo many particulars be- 
tween theſe two great Idolatrous Ci 


itys, tis not ſtrange 
„ and that 


ebylon then in berng. 


The next part of the Character of the woman is 


the mot her 


the Parth. 
Marriage between the Lord and 


of Harlots and abominations of 


cople. I am married to you ſays 


. h 
ſe, and he becomes their | 


God. Hence he ſays that he was an Husband tothe 
People of Iſrael by the covenant by which he tookethem by 
3 theband to bring them out of the land of Egypt, Ferem. 

þ | 31, 2. Now Idolatry is a breach of this marriage, 


2 violation of this covenant and therefore, tis iptritual 
adultery or fornication. Hence it is ealled by the pro- 
phet playing the Har lot on every high Mountain, and un. 


ommirting adultery with ſlocks 
and ſtones. And how do Idolaters commit whoredom 
but by departing. from the Lord, Hoſea 1. 2. Hence 
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ſi n are ſaid to go 4 whoring after other Gods, and to play 
the Harlot with many Lovers, Jer. 3. Hence God by 
| the mouth of his Prophet, Exek. in a fine and ele- 
 - ' gant Allegory deſcribes the frequent Idolatry of Ia! 
= . and Judab under the Image of two Women who 
Were his, and departed from him, and plaid the Har- 
lot with a great number and variety of Lovers, Exel. 


guilty of this {tn the is an Harlot, and if the has 
been. the Author and fpreader of this abominable 
vice as far as her power extended, ſhe is the mother of: 

 harlots. and abominations of the earth alſo, Now what 


committed with ſtocks.and ſtones. Her excuſes and vindi- 
- cations af this practice are no other than what the 
| heathens offer?d in juſtification. of the like folly ; and 
it the Pagan Idolaters ſtand convicted of this crime 
_ notwithſtanding theſe defences ; Nay, if they ſtand 
bo in the judgment of Rome it ſelf, why ſhould one 
be excuſed, and the other condemned; nay, why 
ſhould not the Papiſts condemn themſelves as much 
e : - + © 2 
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Lhe Trent Catechiſm approves the uſe and worſhip 
of Images, cum honos quieis exhibetur referatur ad 
prototypa. 80 the honour which is given to them 
extend to the Prototypes ; or things of which they 

3 are Images, page 319 : And the heathen- Philoſo- | 

_ - pher Maximus Tyrius aſſigns the ſame. uſe to the Idols. 
ge cal them e ms ar 7 ben ro Signs of the ho- 
5 | | nour. 


23. Now if Rome or Miſtical Babilon can be proved : | 


is her worſhip of Images but Idolatry, and adultery | 
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nour paid to God, „ en xepayoyics THe uf ue, eue, 
and as it were 2 certain Manuduction and way to 
| he remembrance of him. _ 
Ile ſecond ground which the fare Catechiſm 41 
— fins of the worſhip of Images, is to know the Hiſto- 
ry of both Teſtaments, and to renew the memory of 
it, qua rerum divinarum memoria excitati ad colen- 
dum & amandum & deum vehementius inflamme- 
mur, that being excited by the remembrance of di- 
vine things we may be the more vehemently enflamed 
to love God; And the ſame Philoſopher apologizes 
after the ſame manner for Idols. Human weakneſs, 
ſays he, in ventel theſe ſymbolr by which ſbe might ſbake 
off * her? own* diulneſs and refreſh the memory of divine 
| chings. For Human Nature being very weak, 
M* 20 Tas; Ts Yate dooy aper Vi, and as diſtant 7 God 45 dach 2 
from earth, contrived theſe fienes, by which the name and 
attributes of God may be repreſented. Thoſe, ſays he, 
who have a ftrong memory, and who can lift up their minds. 
to heaven, and approach immediately to God, e e, 5s 
rena eyeaueror perhaps ſuch ſtand in no need of Images, 5 
but theſe men are very rare, and perhaps in a whole country 
you mAy not meet with one alivays mindful of God ani who 
wants, not ſuch a help of human weakneſs as this. 
But the Trent. Catechiſm labours to diſtingaiſh 
their worſhip of Images from that of the Gentiles, 
and therefore taxes them with two abfurdites which 
they were na more guilty of than they themſelves : 
The firſt 1 15 that Images were 6 by them 


a3 


15 ASERMON pread 
as God himſelf, that Divinity was aſcribed to the ve- 
ry ſtatues 3 but our Philoſopher Maximus allows them 

to be no more than = a ſymbols, tokens, or re- 

| preſentations of the Gods. Another diſtinguiſhing 
mark of the Idolatry of the heathens according to 


ſo are equally entitled ta the benefit af them. 


— —— 


this Catechiſm is, that they believed that God might 
be ſeen with Corporal eyes, or expreſſed by colours or 


figures: But in anſwer to this let us hear the afore- 


aid Philoſopher. God the father and maker of all 
things ancienter than the ſun, older than the heavens, 
more excellent than time and ages, and all changeable 
nature, the nameleſs Lawgiver inexpreſſible by words 
A eren cofexuore, and inviſible to all eyes, ſince we can- 
not conceive his eſſence, we fix upon Images and types 
| Wc. that fo we may come to the knowledge and com- - 
_ templation of him, thro? our own weakneſs, aſcri- 
bing every thing that is good and excellent among us 
to his nature and calling i 


ng it by his name, /, ſays he 
e yuopar ere wor let God alone be preſent to any 4 


however if the art of Phidias excites ta the remem- 

brance of him I condemn it not, ſo they know him 
alone, love him alone, and preſerve the memory of him 
alone, Maxmu Driis diſſer. 38. You fee then the 
Heathen and Papiſts upon the very ſame foot in this 
reſpect they both are guilty or both acquitted, If 
the Heathens are Idolaters, ſo are they ; and if the ex 


cuſes and pleas of the Romiſh Catechiſm are fufficient 
to clear them the heathens have offer?d the ſame, and 


2. Who- 


— 
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2 Whoever places that truſt and 2 


Man, or any other Creatures which is to be placed 
in God alone, departs from God and ſets up another 
God to himſelf; And hence coveteouſneſs is called 
Idolatry by the Apoſtle, and their Belly alſo for the 
ſame reaſon is a God to ſome. Now the People de- 
voted to the Church of Rowe depend upon Men for 
pardon of fin, and rely on the Prieſts for righteouſ- 
neſs and ſalvation. Now the Lord alone is our righ- 
tteouſneſs and ſalvation, eternal Life is his gift. They 
then that expect theſe divine Gifts from the hands of 


. Men, 2 and ſeek it from any Creatures whatever, | 


lodge a divine Power in them, and by their dependance 

on them for ſuch great things, revolt from God, and 

ſio are guilty of Idolatry in a true and literal ſenſe. 
Of this kind of Idolatry alſo is the doctrine of 

Juſtification by Works, and the merit of them. For 


to juſtify, the Romiſh Catechiſm it ſelf allows to be 


a work of the divine and infinite power of God alone. 


Now to attribute this power to Men or Angels is to 
give the glory of God to another, which God de- 
clares he will never do nor ſuffer when ?tis:done by 
Mien to go unpuniſhed. ?Tis to give the power of 

God to our ſelves, to make our own {ſtrength our 

God, and to put our confidence in Man, or in the 
works of Men, which whoever is guilty of, is pro- 
nounced accurſed by the Prophet, and the Romiſh 
Doctrine of Juſtification by works and the merit of 
them has been a great fountain of Idolatry and Cor- 

ruption. 1 _— 1 


works of Supererrogation are built, and more ſuper- 


than I have leaſure here to recite. - So that the Ido- 


” Hierarchy, Sacraments and g 
ſet up at 


as her power and her decrees reach. Many are her Lo- 


with which ſhe commits Adultery. 
Harlot, and the Mother of Harlots too. 


ple of God, as often as divine providence let looſe 


their hand ſhortned, yet their purpoſes were fixed, 


j ff 


2 : 
oppo⸗ 
— 


ſtitious Practices ſprout from this root of bitterneſs 


 Iatry of Rome is various and manifold. Images and 

TD Reliques, Saints and Angels, the Pope and his wh ole | 
good Works are all Idols 
Rome, and thence ſpread and diffuſed as far 


vers Which drawe away her heart from God and 
Chbriſt Jeſus; and numerous are thoſe ſtrange Gods 
Thus ſhe is a 


I. come now to the ſecond head; which is to con- 
ſider the cruel and perſecuting temper of this woman 
expreſſed very elegantly by her being drunken with 
the blood of the Saints, and the blood of the Mar- 
tyrs of ſeſus, and ſhall ſhew how this blood - thiiſty 
_ + remper follows from her character drawn in the In- 
ſeription on her forehead, and more eſpecially from 


their rage; that when their power was reſtrained, and 


and their heart ready to cut them off from being a 
People. As this truth is clear from Hiſtory, ſo is it 
as deducible from reaſon. 1. Becauſe of the direct 


is evident from hiſtory that idolatrons Nations |} 
always perſecuted and afflicted the Church and Peo- 
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oppoſition there is between Idolatry and che true Faith. 
The former is a revolt from God, and the latter an 


adheſion to him. The one is an open Rebellion; a- 
gainſt the king of kings, and the latter an acknow- 


legement of his Sovereignty and Dominion alone. 


Where the crue Faith prevails, there all Idols muſt 
fall before it. Hence Idolatrous Communities muſt 


| look on all true Churches as their greateſt and moſt 
» and conſtancly endeavour to 


deſtructive Enemies 


deſtroy them to prevent the ruin of their own duper. 


I A2gdly, An Idolatrous People is called by Gad by the 
prophet Hoſea Loammi, which he thus interprets, Te 
are not my people, and J will not be your god, Hoſea, the 


1. and 9. And again, ſbe ir not my wife, and I am not 


: her husband, chap. „ . Now where a People deſerts 


God, and is alſo deſerted by him, when once the ſpi- 


ritual marriage between them is diſſolved by Idolatry, 


and all communication or communion with 


to a reprobate mind, and to vile afſections, and that 


they ſhould be filled with all unrighteouſneſs, wick- 


God in- 
terrupted and intercepted, no {upply of grace, no di- 

tribution or inſpiration of the holy Spirit, what fol- 
los from ſuch a ſtate but a giving them over by God 


| cedneſs, coveteouſneſs, e that they ſhould 


be tull of envy, murder, debare, 


proud, boaſters, inventers of evil things, covenant- 
breakers, implacable, unmerciful, ' Romans the 1. 29. 
* 8 


eceit, malignity, 


$ haters of God and his People of courſe, deſpiteful, 


* 7 A < * 
0 
. - . . _ 
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this is the character and temper of Idolaters as 


the Apoſtle draws it. And how unavoidably does 
a perſecuting and blood-thirſty temper proceed from 
theſe vices, and this reprobate mind to which ſuch mi- 


| ſerable wretches are given over by God, as a puniſh- 
ment of their ſin of changeing his truth into a lie, and 
- worſhipping the creature rather than the creator, who 


is God bleſſed for erer. 


zaly, In all Idolatrous Nations or Communities 
the Prieſts are poſſeſſed of great power and profit ari- | 
ſing to them from the ignorance, deluſion and ſuper- 
ſtition of the People. The ſtatues of their Gods, the 
Shrines and temples of their Idols, their ſacrifices, and 


the whole frame of their religion and worſhip has been 
erer contrived, and is conſtituted this very day to en- 
lich and aggrandize the Prieſts: As they are the con- 


trivers and inventers of it, ſo they are very zealous 

| and furious aſſerters of ſo profitable an invention; 

when ever therefore the whole fabrick of their ſuper- 

1 ſtition, their great Diana, 1s attacqued or endanger- Toes 
ed by the true Faith of the Goſpel, and the ſpiritual 

religion of Chriſt, then their rage is excited and their 


malice ſharpned to the utmoſt degree of cruelty and 

madneſs ; they then beſtir themſelves to impoſe on 
the weakneſs or to excite the paſſions of Princes and 
Magiſtrates, and to kindle the zeal and ſuperſtition of 
- the vulgar, which is generally devoted to them, un- 
till they procure ſanguinary and cruel edicts from the 
_ | ; | Ry ' Os es f or- 


— 
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9 — to put thaſe Edits in execution. 


=» * 


All the dreſſes anc raloursÞ 
Ken by the moſt learge 

ver hear the teſt of right reaſon, and much leſs can ir 

722 the tr) al of that two edged Sword, the Word 


100 which it Ae 
of its 


1 ure of à ſuperſtition ſot w 
e from ſcrigeyre or reaſon, 4 


| weakneſs 


and quietneſs 1105 them, and enter inte à fa and 


f calm debate and diſcuſſon of 4þe centreweſy between 
S them, they 9 foreſeß dne but eanſufon and 
ſhame to themſelves. Therefore rhey muſh either de-. 

or yield to them ; they muſt perſecute N 
aver, to them at laſt. Aud 38 er 5 


ſtroy 992 Of 


them, or 


a le wh 


ch of eb t#79;.mechods:. 


7 Therefore 
ceſſary. effect. of 
former Ages, i 


iy! J; has even 
at ch is day, and will be & as long 


a here tall be fiſh, Fo People in ehe World. Socrates 


o e FE 4c. and propogating puret Natir 
ons of. th e were: confiflent wWitk tha 
f ked e 0 Athenians, the indictment 
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2 ormer on che. une Faith, and raste Iran E 5. 
A1 . in all its Kinds and deg grees, 2nd i in 


Advpcates enn ne- 


hen People: therefore are deſtitute c 
Lan arg ve 
have er 
caurſe to Fa and the ſecular. po The 
their cauſe drives them ra this method, 
- fince. there is na ather left to ſupport it. If they 
ufer the true 8 and 2 FUth te enjay peace 
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 agafnſt him was as enzpbon informs ur; a eager ws | 1 
n uur de bus « roulCuy erf Fs land Paruorte uch Socrates is 
guilty; becauſe he does not eſteem thoſe to be Gods ü 
which the common-wealth ſo eſteems, but introduces * 
other ſtrange Gods. And upon this very accufation 
He was. found guilty and put to death. So dangerous 
it is you ſee to oppoſe Idolaters in their ſuperſtition, 
and {oinſeperable is perſecution from Idolatry, That 
bod yen heathens perſecuted heathens upon this account. 
i he Apoltle Paul was alſo brought before the ſame Ju- ; 
dicature, and in the ſame city with Socrates before him 
and his accuſation was the ſame alſo. He was tra- 
| duced as towr Nahen dera a Setter forth of ſtrange 
| Gods; but the providence of God preſerved him for 
greater works to follow: But this attempt tho? defea- 
tod by God thews the ſpirit of perſecution conſtaiitly' 
reigned in that city, whilſt it was , wholy gi- 
ven to Idolatry as Paul found it. Nero the firſt of the 
Heathen Emperors who perſecuted the Church of |} 
Chriſt was prompted to it by his zeal for Idols. 
He obſerved that great numbers daily fell off from the 
worſhip of them, and went over to the chriſtian religi- | 
on, and thence he was moved to perſecute the ſerrants 
of God as Lactantiu informs us in his book ' de morethus . 
Perſerutorum. Valerian the Emperor was in the be. 
ginning of his reign a great favourer and protector of 
Chriſtians, His whole family was full of pions men, 
and ſeemꝰd ſays Euſebiu to be a Church of God. But 
the Chief or high - Prieſt of the Ryprian Magicians per- 
EE eee eren 


Ro 
* 
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ſwaded him to alter his meaſures commanding him to 


ſlay the Chriſtians, becauſe they oppoſed and obſtruc- 
ted their wicked and deteſtable Charms and Inchant- 


ments. The ſame Hiftorian informs us, that Maxi- 


devoted to Idolatry. For which reaſon, ſays he, he 


perlecuted our People more frequently and ſeverely 


than his Predeceſſors, pag. 311. Thus alſo was Dio- 
| clefian, the laſt and ſevereſt of the Pagan Perſecutots, 
excited to that rage againſt the Chriſtians. The chief 
of his Sacrificers or Idolatrous Prieſts worked upon 
the ſuperſtition of this Emperor, perſwading him 


that the ſacrifices did not anſwer, or were not propi- 


tious becauſe profane Men, that is Chriſtians, were 
preſent at them. Then the Emperor, ſtark mad witn 
anger, as Lactantius Writes, commanded all the Chris 
ſtians to join in theſe Idolatrous Sacrifices, and they 
that refuſed were ſcourged and tormented. And ſo 
that laſt and ſevereſt Perſecution was kindled. And 
when Idolatry was introduced into the chriſttan 
Church by the Popes of Rome, and erected and ſet up in 
the temple of God by that Man of Sin who there 
preſides; Perſecution its inſeparable companion came 


in along with it, and the ſame cauſe produced the 
{ame effect. Then the thirſt of blood began, and 
Hereſy was made a capital Crime; all they that oppo- 


ſed the ſuperſtition and Idolatry of Rome, and earneſt- 


ly contended fox the Faith once delivered to the Saints, 


Te- 


2 


3 — 


24 
_ © retained the Name of Chriſt, and deſtroy'd Men's lives 
out of: a pretended zeal for his ſervice, yet once Pa- 
dan Superſtition and Idolatty mingled with and in- 
fected the - pure Religion 3 Paga 
exerciſed againſt thoſe that oz 


ſecret ; canſpizacys 


vf the Saints," and with the blood of the Mart 
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ful Wuneſſes of Ohriſt Jeſus were dreadfully perſe- 
 eutedby her. Hiſtory thews ys that as often as any 
Man, or number of Men roſe up to maintain the 


. 
o 


Pure Faith, and to clear it from the Corruptions | 
with which ſhe had defiled it, ſo often they felt her 
age. It true Religion was preached in any x 
the world | | 


within her Dominions, ſhe thirſted 


The Secular Powers were at other times excited, and 


their rage kindled by the Artifices and Inſinuations of - | 

the ſuporſtitious Prieſts, and pretended Popiſh Cler- 

3 14 Inquiſitious were erected, and Tribunals form- 

5 T every Where to ſu 
Truth of the Go 


ſpel. When Kings and States re- 


d from her Er 


s Were projected, dangerous Plots 


and cut them off from being a People. Of which 
the Maſſacre of this day ts a dreadful Inftance. Surely 


then if ever the Woman was drunken with the blood 
yrs of 
Jeſus. 


gan Cruelty alfo was 
n. oppoſed this myſtery of 
Iniquity. The Waldenſes and Albigenſes, thoſe faith- 


part of 
Ik | after 
| the blood of tlioſe Servants of Chriſt that afſerted his 
Poclrine. Sometimes the Vopes and Prelates ſent Ar- 

pies} of cruel and outragious bigots againſt them. 


pport Idolatry, and ſuppreſs the 
rors, and caſt off her Yoke, then 9 | 


intermarriages, 


r before the Houſe of Commons „ 5 
| Jeſus, for ſhe never, in ſo ſhort a period of time, 
ſhed ſo much of it. The blood of many thouſands 


of them was pour'd at once into her Cup; neither 


was her thirſt allay' d, nor her fury ſatiated by fo 

large a Draught and plentiful an effuſion. No cauſe of 
this thirſt of innocent blood can be aſſigned but ſuper- 
ſtition and Idolatry. For the Papiſts enjoy*d all 
| Priviledges and Rights in common with the Prote- 
ſtants at that time: They lived in Friendſhip and 

Peace together; They were linked to each other b 


, and all the ties of kindred and re- 
lation: So that they had no provocation to this 
cruelty and outrage but that grand incitement to all 
wickedneſs, the abominations of their Religion. This 
is a cauſe which will never ceaſe to produce dange- 
Tous effects, it is a myſtery of Iniquity which will 


ways chreatned and aſſaulted till 


he that that was born after the fleſh perſecuted him 
that was born after the Spirit, even fo it is now, ſays 
the Apoſtle, and ſo it will ever be. We ſhall be al- 


the great Whare be completely deſtroy%d. If God be 
not on our ſide ; the will prevail over us. He alone 
it is that has delivered us from ſo great a death, and 

doth deliver, and in him we muſt truſt that he will 
yet deliver us. We are to adore him for our delive- 
Trance already paſt, and rely on his watchful and po- 
werful Providence for future Mercies. Let us come 
out of Babylon, and not pertake of her Sin, that we 
1 5 F receive 


Babylon ſhall fall, and 
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receive not of her Plagues The Church which | che 
right hand of God hath planted, eſtabliſhed, and pre- 


ſerved among us ever ſince the Reformation retains 


ie pure Faith, and a form of found words which is the 
ſureſt Bulwark againſt Popery, and a moſt powerful 
confutation of the errors of it. A firm adheſion to her 


Articles and Doctrines is under God the beſt preſerva- | 


tive from all the falſe and ſuperſtitious tenets of Rome. . 
This you well know, moſt illuſtrious Repreſenta- 
tives of your Country, and have always uſed the great 
| power which God has lodg'd in your hands to the ſup- 
port of our Conſtitution both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil 
with a zeal and wiſdom which can never enough be 
admired or commended. But ſtill God is provoked 
every day, his Name is prophaned in our ſtreets by 


Oaths and Execrations. Piety is inſulted by open 


prophaneſs and iniquity abounding and ſpreading every 
where. Divine Providence which has been ſo evident 
in our frequent deliverances, is either {lightly regar- 
dead, openly contradicted, or much neglected, no- 
thing in human Society under the power of the Legi - 
ſlature is able to encounter or fuppreſs wickedneſs when 
it is ſo ſtrengthened by numbers, and eſtabliſhed by 


| univerſal practice, and therefore IJ, with Humble ſub- 


a * 8 
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miſſion, take leave to ſuggeſt this to you upon this 
occaſion. For ſince this is a day of Joy and Thankſ- 


giving, the proper employment of it is the Glory of 
| God. This is the genuine and moſt expreſſive fruit of 
a grateful heart, and God is glorified moſt eminently 


by 


2 _—_—_ ˖ tth.: 
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1 
by the ſuppreſſion of wickedneſs and vice, and the 
promotion of true religion and virtue. And every 
law that is made or executed to this end and purpoſe 
ſhews the ſenſe which the Lawmakers have of God's 
Mercys and Delirerances, and will no doubt bring 
_ down farther bleſſings from Heaven upon themſelves 
and the people which they repreſent. We read in the 
words of the text of a woman or harlot with her cha- 
nacter written on her forehed. 


i 


| Wee find alſo that ſuch a woman is an emblem or 
type of an Idolatrous Church or Community, accor- 
ding to the conſtant uſage of the prophetick Style. 
We find farther the character of this woman exactly 
adapted to the Church of Rome in every particular, 
and the whole Viſion accompliſhed or fulfilled in her. 
This woman is farther deſcribed as ſitting upon à Beaſt, 
and a Beaſt is in the ſame ſtile always uſed to repre- 
| ſent an empire or kingdom, and the character of the 
| Beaſt ſuits as exactly the Roman Empire under the do- 
minion and direction of the woman Hiting on it, s ö; A 
that of the womans fits the Church of Rome in gͥr 
corrupt ſtate. Since therefore this woman and beaſt Eo 
were foreſeen and deſcribed- fo exactly and minute 
ſo many Ages before there was the leaſt appearance of "3 
either in the World, may we not hence, as from the J 
accompliſhment of all other Prophecys, draw a cer- 
tain Argument of the fore-knowledge and decrees of 
God, and the infinite power and extent of his Pro- * 
vidence. For if all events whatſoever both good and 
| evil 


RR SERMON reach | 
coll are * foreknown, and may infallibly 2 
predicted whenever he pleaſes to open to his Pro- 
| = 15 the ſcenes of his councils : ?Tis certain his Pro- 
vidence preſides over both, and directs, and over- 
rules them, and fixes the 3 and ſeafors of them. 
: "Tanker Since the Prophet ſaw. this woman drun- 
ken with the blood of the Saints, and the blood of 


T the Marty T8 of Jeſus. And 1 at is evident from Hiſto- OE 


ry that ſhe was eminently ſo in the bloody tragedy of 
= as Day. 
quent and habitual drunkenneſs, Muſt we not hence 1 
conclude that this was alſo an effect of the pow- 
| erful providence of God; and tho? a wicked and in- 
human inſtance of her rage and malice, yet certainly 
a work and diſpenſation of the divine power and hand. 
For ſhe could * do what ſhe did, nor we ſuffer 
as we did without him. For ſince all Creatures live 


and move, and have their Being in him, as the Apo- 


ſtle ſpeaks. They can neither act nor ſubſiſt — 4 


This very Maſſacre was one act of her fre- 


out bis ſuſtentation of them. He can take away the - 
'. lives of the wicked, and then their works ceaſe, — he 
ceenn ſet bounds to their malice, which they cannot paſs. 


They can do nothing againſt the juſt till he mer 
them into their hands, and they cannot go any farther 
than the limits which he has prefixed. 0 Aſprian, ſays 
the Lord by his Pr ophet, . + rod of mine anger, 4 


the ſtaff in heir hand is mine indignation, Iſaiah, 10. 1 * 


We. learn clearly from theſe words that wicked and 


Kdolatrons ] Nay ens, even when they do evil by perle 


cuting 


2 before the Houſe of Commons, 29 


cuting and deſtroying the people of God, cannot act 

without him, but always depend upon him as the firſt 
cauſe and mover. Hence the Aſſyrian is called a Rod. 

2. That they are ſo governed, ruled, and directed, as 
always to execute God's councels and decrees, tho? 


contrary to their own intentions and inclinations. 


Hence the Aſſyrian is called the rod of God's anger. 
Hence alſo God ſays I will ſend him againſt an Hypo- 

critical Nation, and againſt the People of my wrath * 
will I give him charge to take the ſpoil, and to take the 


n 


ſtreets, howbeit he meaneth not ſo, neither doth his 

heart think ſo, but it is in his heart to deſtroy and 
cut off Nations, not a few. Hence we learn that the 
counſels of the wicked and the purpoſes of God are 


different. They ſatiate their own malice and ambiti- 


on, but God executes his own Juſtice and Severity. 
They are intent 5 76 ſpoil and conqueſt, but God is 
all this while puniſhing his people for Hypocriſy, or 
their other Sins. They come without any knowledge 
of their being ſent by God, and execute his decrees 


Trey, and to tread them down like the mire of the 


unknown to themſelves, but God it is that ſends 


them, and 'tis his councel that they fulfill. Their 
own malice or other vices prompt them, but God di- 
reds and over-rules all, and turns their wickedneſs to 
ſerve his own gracious and glorious ends and deſigns. 
3. We learn that all the power that wicked Agents 
32 is ſupplied by God; ?tis his Wrath gives them 
ſtrength and his indignation againſt the ſins of his 18 

e * | ple 
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the ſtaff in the 4ſhrians hand is his ind 
às that endures the wicked 
burt as ſoon as that is appeafed or turnꝰd away, their 
power ceaſes, they themſelves are deftroy*d, and the 
righteous are delivered. Hence alſo at the 15th verſe 
of this Chap. all theſe wicked Agents are compared to 
arxes with which God heweth, to ſaws which he fha- 
eth, to rods and ſtaffs which he lifts up, or with 
which he ſmites. The power of God then is diffu- 


ignation, as long 
evail — ſucceſsful, | 


| ted thro? the whole univerſe of created Beings : His 


_ Providence is perpetually working in them and thro? 


them, and that infallibly and ſuccefsfully his own |} 


councils, they always ſtand and are always executed. 


Te And it cannot he otherwtfe ſince all the inſtruments 


by which they are brought to paſs are rods in his 
band. And all Agents and fecond cauſes are fuppor- 
ted, directed, moved, and turned by his perpetual 


univerſal and powerful Influence and concurrence. 1 


$0. that their natural powers, as we call them, are no 
more than a conſtant derivation of Gods power w hich 
ſtrengthens all things to them. And this power he 
communicates or withdraws as he pleafes. And con- 


ſequently their ſtrength and weaknefs which depend = 


upon the ſupply or fuſpenſion of his influence are in- 
tirely and perpetually fubject to his will and pleaſure. 
Thus it comes to pals, that the race is not to the ſwift, nor 
. the battle to the ſtrong, neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor 
yet riches io men of underſtanding, nor yet favour to men 
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of 5kill, as the wiſe Man long ſince obſerved. We 
cannot therefore judge of the events of things from 
any power or ſtrength natural or inherent in ſecond 
cauſes, ſince that power is placed in them by God; 
Nay, ſince it is conſtantly maintained in them by his 
influence, and may be withdrawn from them and gi- 
ven to their adverſarys or oppolites in a moment, and 
then the ſwift become flow, the ſtrong are weakned ; 
the wiſdom of the wiſe ceaſes ; and their counſels are 
turned to fooliſhneſs, and the event therefore croſles 


all expectation, and does not anſwer the proſpect which 


| ſecond cauſes gave us. Since God's providence there- 
fore is thus powerful and univerſal, let us ſee him in 


all his works, let us ſeek the Lord and his ſtrength 3 


the Pſalmiſt exhorts, ſeek his face evermure. Let us a- 
dore war” e in his judgments and our ſufferings, 
and praiſe his goodneſs in our deliverance. Let us 
forſake ſin which ſeperates between our God and us, 
and then we may reſt on his ſalvation, and hide ſe- 

curely under the ſhadow of the Almighty. To God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the holy Ghoſt be 
therefore aſcribed the glory of all his works in all 
Churches of the Saints both now and for ever. 


FINIS. 


